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practically over, By the middle of August, Paskcvich was at the gates of Warsaw, and when negotiations for the surrender of the city failed he took it by assault on September 8, N.S, Sporadic fighting continued for a few more weeks, the bulk of the Polish troops being forced into Austria and Prussia, where they were disarmed, while the remnants of the insurgent army were rounded up by the Russians. Early in October the insurrection was finally suppressed.
The retribution was gradual but thorough. An imperial manifesto of October 20, 1831, granted an amnesty to the insurgents, with the exception of the instigators of the uprising of November, the members of the revolutionary government and diet, and the army officers who emigrated after the fall of Warsaw. This act of clemency, however, received a restrictive interpretation: not a few of the Polish soldiers who returned to their homeland were assigned to distant garrisons, chiefly on Russia's Asiatic frontier. The amnesty cHcl not apply to residents of the Lithuanian and Ukrainian provinces, which were not a part of the kingdom of Poland, A special court tried the cases of the principal participants in the insurrection. Most of the defendants having fled abroad, Nicholas in 1834 commuted 258 death sentences (among them those of Czartoryski and Lclewel) to perpetual banishment The government decreed wholesale confiscation of the estates held by insurgent Polish noblemen. According to Z. Lensky, at least one-tenth of the land owned by the Polish nobility was confiscated in 1832. The bulk of these properties passed into Russian hands, chiefly through the distribution of entailed estates to Russian generals and high officials.
The Polish constitution of 1815 was superseded by the Organic Statute of February 14 (February 26, N.S.), 1832, which proclaimed the kingdom of Poland "an indivisible part" of the Russian empire; the Russian emperor therefore was no longer required to be crowned king of Poland.4 Poland retained her civil liberties (freedom of worship and of the press, inviolability of person and property), her civil and criminal code, institutions of local government, the use of the Polish language in the courts, in the administration, and in the schools,
4 The constitution of 1815 was not formally abrogated. The Polish statesman Marquis Wielopplski held in 1860 that the constitution had been merely modified by the Organic Statute but was not entirely put aside. A similar view was advanced ;in 1907 by Ehnowski,-a Polish deputy to the se'c^nd Duma.